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RITIKA CHOPRA: What gave the
Election Commission the confidence
to hold the Bihar polls in the middle
of apandemic?

Successive commissions have been
holding elections under very difficult cir-
cumstances, at different points in time.
The pandemic was unprecedented. As |
said in the press conference while an-
nouncing the elections, forus it was aleap
of faith and notaleap in the dark. We had
done alot of homework. Our team held a
series of virtual meetings with various
stakeholders and delegations of political
parties... Yes, many people were sceptical,
but that happens every time. When the
first general election in India took place,
(the first Chief Election Commissioner of
India) Sukumar Sen wrote in his book, the
people were not just sceptical, they were
also cynical. Many said publicly that thisis
the last general electionin India... The idea
was not to delay the (Bihar)elections. We
did our homework and took the plunge...

The first step we took was to reduce
the number of voters per polling booth —
from 1,500 to 1,000 per booth. Thatalone
meant anenhancementof 33,000 booths,
which in turn meant that so many more
people had to be deployed for security and
other jobs. I must congratulate publicly
our officers in Bihar, the Chief Electoral
Officer there... In some cases, the officers
and district magistrates themselves got
Covid-19, and after recovery they were
back on election duty... | must also con-
gratulate the voters of Bihar, especially the
women, who turned up to vote in a disci-
plined manner...

For the election, we had to procure 11
lakh, 500 ml bottles of sanitisers... This
was done by the government of Bihar and
the CEO. About seven crore gloves were
procured and arrangements for their safe
disposal had to be done. Apart from these,
face shields, masks etc were procured.

RITIKA CHOPRA: Are there any lessons
from Bihar that you would like to
implementin polls in other states?

We will be holding elections in West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Assam,
Kerala... Every major exercise has some les-
sons. Given the scale of preparations that
the Commission has been doingin the past,
wewillbeable tohold these elections suc-
cessfully. We are also getting some Bihar
officers to hold virtual meetings with their
counterparts (in election-bound states), so
that there can be an exchange of ideas. We
have already informally reached out to the
health department of Bihar and the state’s
CEOtohave informal discussions with their
counterparts in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu
to see how the learning of day-to-day op-
erations in Bihar can be utilised in these
states.

In West Bengal, we will have to have
28,000 more polling booths. The major les-
son would be to ensure that these polling
boothsare located as nearas possible to the
main polling station, so that use of re-
sources is optimised, and the deployment
of security and staff can be better.

RITIKA CHOPRA: During the Bihar
elections, some political parties also
raised questions over the delay in the
counting process. Did you anticipate
thatatall? The ECalso held several
briefings...

When we go for elections, we are pre-
pared for the worst too... Briefing the press
more than once (on counting day for Bihar
elections) was not a reaction to any situa-
tion. It had been thought out before. Our
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SUNIL ARORA, CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER OF INDIA

Will have special observers for Bengal... for law and
order, expenses. If needed, we can act swiftly, ruthlessly

The CEC talks about Bihar elections serving as template for coming polls, wishes law would be brought against defections, calls for “sound legislative framework” for
handling social media influence on elections, and reiterates support for simultaneous polls. The session was moderated by Senior Assistant Editor Ritika Chopra
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ince taking charge, Sunil

Arora has supervised

the 2019 general
clections and the Bihar polls,
the country’s first election in a
pandemic. The Rajasthan-
cadre officer also served as
secretary to Gol in two
ministries before joining EC

tion has notbeen challenged? In the run-up
to the Lok Sabha elections, we met repre-
sentatives of political parties 123 times. We
metthe delegations from the BJP 20 times,
Congress delegations 28 times... Requests
from political parties are most important.
There have been challenges, there has been
criticism, and there will be criticismin the
coming elections also,and we respond toiit
as best as possible. I can assure that the
Commission shall keep trying to ensure
free, fair, robust, ethical, and now, safe elec-
tions. Still, if someone goes to court, we will
respond toit. Our record of convincing the
Supreme Court and high courtsis good.

officers thought that SANTANU

the press would be CHOWDHURY:
betterinformed with - WestBengal hasa
regular briefings. The (Ashok Lavasa) row history of political
Thgy synchronisgd was a non-starter... [ violencedul.'ing
their efforts with ) . ) . polls. Whatis the EC
CEO,Bihar.Ithinkthe ~remained silent, it doesn’t  doingtopreventit
last press conference desine 1 in the coming

was around mid- mean a aesire to conceal... elections?

night. The reaction
from the press was
also positive about
being keptinthe loop

I don’t think (objections)
needed to be shared

So far, one major
delegation has come
to us. They had two-
three demands. They

through the day. The
same will now be
done in West Bengal too. The Bihar brief-
ings on counting day have virtually become
atemplate for other states.

RITIKA CHOPRA: The RJD had
questioned the results. They said alot
of postal ballots were rejected and that
theywill challenge the results in a few
seatsin court. Doyousee thisasa
challenge going forward?
Whetheritisthe RJD orany other party,
they have all the right to criticise the
Commission, the modalities, the local offi-
cials. But our CEO tried his level best and
succeeded in explaining... There is a very
welllaid out procedure in the Constitution
which states that you can challenge any
electionin high court...and ifand when any
election is challenged, we try and respond
and present our own side to the courts.
All I can say is that, lately, which elec-

wanted (early deploy-
ment of) security
forces and the (early enforcement of)
Model Code of Conduct, (because they be-
lieved) the local forces are compromised,
and that the local staffis also compromised.
Now, these are our instruments, we can’t
doubt all the instruments. There canbe an
odd black sheep here or there in many
states, in some more than others. We
would notlike to change any officer for the
sake of it. However, during the Lok Sabha
elections, we changed one chief secretary,
one additional DG, five police commission-
ers, and DG (Intelligence) of one state. In
the case of DG (Intelligence), the matter
was challenged in the high court. It was said
that since the DG (Intelligence) is not DGP,
and doesn't supervise the elections on a
day-to-day basis, the Commission has no
right to make the change. We were able to
convince the court that we have inputs to
show that the conduct of the person was

not fair. Eventually, the court did not accept
the petition, and the person was changed.

We have also started appointing spe-
cial observers, over and above the normal
observers, especially on the law and order
and expenditure side. In Bihar, we put two
special observers for expenditure... This
time also we will be well-prepared, so that
whenrequired we come down onthese el-
ements swiftly and ruthlessly.

LEENA MISRA: Before the Rajya Sabha
elections in 2017 and 2019, we saw a
lot of MLAs quitting their parties, and
within six months they got re-elected
on another party’s ticket. Can the EC
put astop to this?

The Supreme Court has laid down very
clear norms on defection. But when it
comes to quitting a party and re-joining
another party, there is no legal or consti-
tutional mechanism to stop it. It is more
for parties to take a call on such matters.
Once they have taken a call, the ECwill be
happy to assist them, if such assistance is
sought.

(Barring MLAs from contesting imme-
diately on another party’s ticket) is only
possibleif there are widespread electoral
reforms, and if we are able to forge a con-
sensus with political parties. Again, it is
not for us to move such a thing, But yes, as
acitizenI think this (defection) should be
avoided and parties must take the lead.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: An issue
which came up during your tenure
was the objections within the
Commission to certain decisions
taken by the EC. The Commission
decided to not make these public. But,
when there is no consensus, in the
larger interest of transparency,
doesn’t it make sense for the EC to put
out in publicdomain what each
member says on issues?

This controversy was a non-starter... [
would like to give you one example, be-
cause I don’'t want to get into individual
issues. The UPSC (Union Public Service
Commission) is a multi-member com-
mission. We have three people, they have
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about 8-10 people. When this controversy
was going on, an ex-UPSC chairman met
me insome other context, and said that it
is very strange because hundreds of cases
come to the UPSC for disciplinary pro-
ceedings against government officials,
seeking their view. Now, one or two mem-
bers say no, the punishment imposed by
Xministry should be enhanced, some say
it should be dropped, and the rest say it
should be kept as it is. The normal proce-
dure then, to the best of my knowledge,
is that there isameeting convened by the
chairman and a consensus is built, and
when the letter goes out, it only mentions
the decision. It doesn’t mention who said

between quasi-judicial proceedings and
other proceedings.

SHUBHAJIT ROY: We have reported
that the EC held a meeting with the
Ministry of External Affairs to permit
NRIs to cast their votes from overseas
through postal
ballots. What are
some of the
challenges of doing
it? Also, for now,
Gulf countries are
not part of the
proposed pilot...

... Whenever we
go abroad, the only
question that the ECI
faces is that when |
live in Seattle, why

‘We do not have any legal
authority (to assist in
vaccine drive). But given
our experience, if someone
reaches out for a national
cause, we will take a call

forms broke some clause.... The organisa-
tionsall got together and voluntarily sub-
mitted a code of ethics which they would
observe during the elections, and they
have been observing it. We are concerned,
but we are very clear that we would prob-
ably wantasystem, like in Germany or the
UK... They have a
very sound legisla-
tive framework to
deal with the sub-
ject. We would also
not be averse to hav-
ing a sound legisla-
tive framework in
India because the
complications in
India are far too
many.

should I travel to

Jalandhar or

Hoshiarpur or Andhra to cast my vote.
Even when I went to Washington, when
the present foreign secretary was theam-
bassador there, this was the only question
discussed. So, after a great deal of delib-
eration within the Commission and with
my colleagues, we thought we will move
aproposal to the Ministry that this can be

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

done through amendment of rules; we
need not bring a Bill for it.

Now coming to the report (on Gulf
countries not being part of proposed pi-
lot for now), 1 don’t know from where you
got the information... My limited point is
that now that we have sent the proposal,
we will have to wait and watch and find
out,and, if need be, participate inany dis-
cussion which takes place... But yes, now
that our IT systems have improved so
much, thanks to our dedicated teams of
officers, for us in the Commission it would
be an aspirational role which we would
like to see fulfilled as soon as possible.

what. (Former elec- LIZMATHEW: Are
tion commissioner you considering
Ashok Lavasa had ob- o the Bengal
jected to the clean Poll officers are often Opposition’s
chitgivento Prime  haragsed for their honest ~ demandof more
Minister Narendra i . deployment of
Modiand formerBlP  conduct durmg elections...  Central Police
president Amit Shah Kilsisi 3 cifh e Forces (CPF)in the
on charges of violat- W 11l D1ased Orneers COMe  giate for the
ing the Model Code back... Govt must ensure elections? The
of Conduct during N i state government
the 2019 Lok Sabha officers are not penahsed seems opposed to
election campaign). the move...
..Throughout the S— It's a challenging

controversy, 1 re-

mained silent... It doesn’'t mean weakness
oradesire to conceal something...In such
less time, in aday or two, a view has to be
taken, itis an administrative thing, it is not
a quasi-judicial matter. I don’t think it
should have been put on the website and
Idon’t think it needs to be shared.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: But recording
of dissent, like in this case of Mr
Lavasa, does it not strengthen the EC
eventually?

My colleague has already joined the
ADB (Asian Development Bank). [ would
not like to comment on individual issues.
He wanted to say what he wanted to say,
he saidit.1 gave only one statement on the
record. [ said that yes, commissioners are
not expected to be clones or templates of
each other and they are not. But having
said that, we have to make a distinction

election. It's a hypo-
thetical assumption that the government
will oppose it (deployment of forces).
There have been a series of meetings with
the MHA about how much force is re-
quired. This is always the case for every
election. We will cross the bridge when
we come to it. We have not heard from the
state government yet.

KRISHN KAUSHIK: How much of a
concern for the ECis the influence of
social media on elections?

In the run-up to the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, the Commission asked officers to
deal with social media issues. So, they
spoke to all the platforms and their apex
organisation associations. There were a
series of talks. Then, the Commission also
held one or two meetings. We told them
very clearly that we would take avery ad-
verse view, especially if any of the plat-

KRISHN KAUSHIK:

In 2018, except for
the BJP, all major parties had asked for
alimit on party expenditure during
elections. How big of a concern s the
influence of big money on elections?
Also, what are your views on electoral
bonds?

We have already given our views on
electoral bonds in the Supreme Courtand
we stand by that. The Commission as a
body has told the Supreme Court that it
(electoral bonds)... should be less opaque
and more transparent.

On the issue of expenditure, we had
some specific requirements for the pan-
demic. So, we enhanced the limits be-
cause of the pandemic. We have ap-
pointed acommittee under Harish Kumar
(former IRS officer and DG-Investigation)
to look into various aspects of electoral
funding. That committee has already met
twice. The Commission also had one in-
teraction with the committee and we had
given them a term of reference... 'm sure
when their report comes, we will ensure
that the recommendations are imple-
mented.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA: Do you think
itis possible to hold simultaneous
elections in post-Covid times?

The Article 83 (2) of the Constitution
provides that the House of the people un-
less sooner dissolved shall continue for
five years from the date appointed for the
first meeting. And, no longer an expres-
sion of a set period of five years shall op-
erateasadissolution of the House. Similar
provisions are there for state Assemblies.
This kind of disjointedness between the
life of the people’s House and state
Assemblies started happening sometime
inearly 1970s due to various reasons. And
now it has become a norm. For example,
we have just finished Bihar elections. And
Lok Sabha elections in normal course will
happen in 2024. So, the system has to
align the life of Lok Sabha with the life of
state Assemblies. For that, across the
board amendments would be required in
the provisions of Articles 83, 85, 172 and
56 of the Constitution. Now thatis the job
of the legislature. What the Prime
Minister said (about simultaneous polls)
is a very desirable goal... The Law
Commission has also supported it. Big
amendments can take place only on the
floor of Parliament.

RITIKA CHOPRA: Given the EC’s
experience in conducting large-scale
exercises, has the government
reached out to the Commission for
any kind of assistance in vaccinating
the population against Covid-19?

Itis adevastating pandemic for the en-
tire world. And India is no exception. So
the pandemic requires exceptional and
extraordinary responses... Currently, we
do not have any legal authority (to assistin
the administration of the vaccine). To con-
ductelections, we are empowered under
Article 324. But having said that, given the
experience and expertise we have, if
someone reaches out to us for a national
cause, we will take a call.

RITIKA CHOPRA: You have spenta
considerable time in the Commission
now. Are there any reforms that you
think are required in the EC?

... Many times, we have seen that our
officers, especially the Chief Electoral
Officers, become vulnerable because of
their honest and independent conduct
during an election. Immediately after
elections, such officers are victimised or
harassed. There have been instances in
which the Commission has authorised me
to take up the matter with the chief min-
ister concerned. At the same time, many
officers who we had to change (duringan
election) because of their biased or par-
tial conduct get rewarded when the same
party returns to power... We would like to
gotothe governmentand say that at least
for one year after a state or Central elec-
tionis over, no (election) officer should be
penalised under different alibis, only be-
cause he or she was very objective and im-
plemented the law of the land faithfully.
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278 WINNERS TOSWEARINTODAY

DDC polls: Meet the new faces who trounced heavyweights

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, DECEMBER 27

A HOMEMAKER, an advocate, a
former teacher and a sarpanch,
who trounced political heavy-
weights in the just concluded
maiden District Development
Council elections in Jammu and
Kashmir, are some of the new
faces among the 278 elected
candidates who will take oath at
their respective district head-
quarters on Monday. A look at
some of them:

SHAZIA KOUSAR
(INDEPENDENT): A postgrad-
uate in Microbiology, she re-
signed as a government teacher
to contest elections in Budhal
Old-A constituency.

She polled 7,982 votes, de-
feating her nearest rival Shaheen
Akhtar (NC) by 2,446 votes and
relegating her aunt Zubeda
Begum and JKAP candidate to
third place. Zubeda is the wife of
a former minister and two-time
PDP MLA Zulfikar Choudhary
who joined Jammu Kashmir
Apni Party.

IQBAL MALIK (BJP): A for-
mer bureaucrat, he won the polls
from Rajouridistrict’s Darhal con-
stituency, defeating NC's Parvez
Rashid by 3,748 votes.
Significantly, as a BJP candidate,
he polled 11,481 votes in an area
which has only one Hindu family.

TARAN]JIT SINGH
(INDEPENDENT): A social
worker, he defeated BJP's former
minister and former legislator
Sham Lal Choudhary in
Suchetgarh by a margin of 11
votes.

ASIM HASMI (NC): An ad-
vocate by profession, he de-
feated BJP's former minister
Shakti Raj Parihar in Doda dis-
trict’s Gundna constituency by
1,336 votes.

As NC candidate, he polled
7,835 votes against Parihar’s
6,499 in a Hindu-dominated
constituency.

KUMARI SHAVETA (BJP):
Married nearly six months ago
to a school teacher, she polled

7,717 votes, defeating former
MLA Kanta Andotra by 1,675

votes in Kathua district’s Keerian
Gandyal constituency. The latter
is the wife of former minister
and founder of Dogra
Swabhiman Sangathan Party,
Choudhary Lal Singh, a three-
time MLA and two-time Lok
Sabha MP.

MOHAMMAD ASHFAQ
(INDEPENDENT): A contractor,
he defeated NC's Zeeshan Javed
Rana, son of two-time MLA and
one- time MLC Javed Rana, in
Mendhar-C constituency by
2,105 votes.
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67% turnout in Hry
civic body elections

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE -
RESULTS ON DEC 30

CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 27 Corpn/council Poll %age
Sixty-seven per cent turnout g mpla 815
was registered during the ——— 79
polling for seven civic bodies In
Haryana today. Theresultswill ~ Dharuhera =
be declared on December 30. Rewari | |

These were the first elec- Sonepat
tions 1n the state after the  Ambala _
BJP-JJP alliance came t0  payschkula -

power In October last year.
The elections were held for

T:late andzhis six porters

the municipal corporations of
Ambala, Panchkula and
Sonepat, municipal council
of Rewari and municipal

for allegedly beating up the

son of a BJP candidate.
Barring sporadic incidents

of verbal spat between work-

ers of various political par-
ties, polling was peaceful in
Ambala. Just over 56 per
cent turnout was reported.
Six mayoral and 101 other
candidates are in the fray
from 20 wards.

l committees of Sampla
= (Rohtak), Dharuhera
h (Rewari) and Uklana (Hisar).
), In Sonepat, where a
¥ polling percentage of 56.7

was reported, the police

booked a Congress candi-
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‘Voters queue‘up to exercise their franch|se ata pollmg statlon in Sonepat on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Sonepatrecords 56.7 % polling

ﬁl
MC POLLS

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SONEPAT, DECEMBER 27
The people in Sonepat on
Tuesday exercised their fran-
chise to elect the Mayor and
councillors for the Sonepat
Municipal Corporation (IMC)
for the first time. As per
reports, 56.7 per cent voter
turnout recorded till 7 pm.
The fate of 10 mayoral candi-
dates, including BJP-JJP’s
Lalit Batra and Con-

" IND CANDIDATE’S POSTERS REMOVED

Dikshit Khatri, Independent candidate for the councillor’s post
in Ward No. 19, set up his booth near the polling centre at Indi-
an Public School and pasted his posters there. But the cops
removed them and in the meantime, Khatri’s father got
aggressive and sat on a dharna in front of the election officer’s
vehicle. DSP Hansraj reached there and pacified the people

' COVID NORMS FOLLOWED

Baroda: As per the Covid protocol, the district administra-
tion made arrangements at all 245 polling booths. Health
Department teams conducted thermal scanning of the
electors and also sanitised their hands. Members of the
polling party were also seen wearing the PPE Kits.

gress’Nikhil Madaan and 110
candidates, for the councillor
posts are nowlocked in EVIMs.

The counting of votes will
take place on December 30 at
BITS College, Mohana.

Polling passed off peacefully
and no untoward incident was
reported in the constituency.
Cold wave and Sunday holi-
day affected the voter turnout.
Polling began at 8 am but only

a few voters reached the
polling stations in the first
four hours. Turnout was only
10.9 per cent till 12 noon.
Voter turnout percentage
was lower in the city in
comparison to the villages
attached with the SMC. As
many as 31,500 voters are in
16 villages. As per reports,
the highest voting (87.07 per
cent) was recorded at booth
number 84 in Liwan village
followed by (85.7 per cent)
at booth number 82 and
82.3 per cent at booth num-
ber 83 in Rai village.
District Electoral Officer
and DC Shyam Lal Poonia
and SP Jashandeep Singh
Randhawa visited the polling
booths in the constituency.
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Electors walt for thelr turn ata polllng booth in Rewarl on Sunday TRIBUNE PHOTO |

Barring minor shags, voting smooth

REWARI, DECEMBER 27
Barring minor incidents of
technical snags in EVMs, the
polling for the elections to
the Rewari Municipal Council

and the Dharuhera Municipal
Committee  passed  off
smoothly on Sunday.

Rewari registered 69.1 per
cent polling while it was 74 per
cent in Dharuhera. The fate of
217 candidates, 153 from
Rewari and 64 from
Dharuhera, was locked in the
EVMs. The counting will take
place on December 30.

Asmany as 74,268 of 1,07,413
people casted their votes in

69.1% in Rewari;
74% in Dharuhera

" AT 81.5%, TURNOUT |

HIGHEST IN SAMPLA

Chandigarh: The highest
polling of 81.5% was seen
in polls to the Rohtak’s
Sampla Municipal Commit-
tee. Total 11,735 of the
14,390 electors cast their
vote at 16 booths. Hisar’s
Uklana Municipal Commit-
tee had 79% polling, sec-
ond highest in the state. ns

Rewari for the posts of chair-
person and councillor for 31
wards. Similarly, 16,293 of
22,018 electors exercised their
franchise in Dharuhera for the
posts of chairman and coun-
cillor for 17 wards.

Although the voting started
at 8 am in Rewari, the
turnout was low due to cold.
Merely 14 per cent polling
was registered in the first
three hours by 11 am. How-
ever, it gained momentum at
noon when electors, especial-
ly women, came to the
booths after finishing their
household chores. — TNS
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56.3% cast vote iIn Ambala

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMBALA, DECEMBER 27
Barring sporadic incidents
of EVMs developing techni-
cal snags, names going
missing from voting lists
and spat between workers of
political parties, polling
went off peacefully for the
Ambala Municipal Corpora-
tion election on Sunday.

The fate of six mayoral
candidates and 101 ward
candidates was sealed in
EVMs. Till 8 pm, 56.3 per
cent polling was reported in
the elections.

Due to cold and fog,
polling was slow 1n the
morning. As the day pro-
gressed, voters came out in
large numbers to exercise
their franchise.

While district officials
claimed that all safety meas-
ures were being taken, there
was no thermal scanning at
the entrance and social dis-
tancing was not observed at
some polling stations, espe-
clally in rural belts.

At some booths, voters

and polling agents were
wearing face masks provid-
ed by political parties,
which sought votes in their
favour. After the matter
came to light, officials
made them change their
masks. There were reports
of EVM glitches on booths
6, 85 and 86. The i1ssue was
rectified soon afterwards.

At booth 171 in Rattan-
garh village, a woman
claimed that when she
went to cast her vote, she
was told that her vote had
already been cast. After the
woman marked her resent-
ment, officials swung into
action and a girl was
detained on the charge of
impersonation.

Presiding officer Suresh-
pal said polling agents
Deepak and Romit raised
objection on the identity of
the girl. She was detained,
handed over to the police
and booked. Meanwhile,
BKU (Charuni) activists
protested with placards
near polling stations in Kon-
lan and Mandaur villages.
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Highest polling
booth in Kangra
for17 voters

PALAMPUR, DECEMBER 27
The Election Commission
will set up a polling booth
for panchayat elections at
the height of 7,700 ft above
sea level for 17 voters at
Bara Bhangal in Kangra.
This will be the highest
polling station of the district
for panchayat elections.

Rakesh Kumar Prajapati,
Deputy Commissioner, Kan-
gra, said here today that elec-
tion material was being sent to
Bara Bhangal for the comple-
tion of panchayat elections.
The total population of Bara
Bhangal 1s 627 out of which
439 are registered voters of
which 422 have migrated to
Bir. Prajapati said most of
the villagers had migrated
to Bir with the onset of
winters, therefore, special
polling station at Bir would
also be set up for facilitat-
ing these 422 villagers.

Situated at a height of
7,700 ft in the Dhauladhar
ranges of the Himalayas,
Bara Bhangal is consid-
ered to be the remotest
village in Kangra valley.
The first polling booth
was set up in the village
during the Assembly elec-
tions in 2007. — OC
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About 60%
polling in Haryana
municipal polls

CHANDIGARH: A voting
percentage of nearly 60 was
recorded as polling remained
peaceful in the elections to
municipal bodies in Haryana
on Sunday, which were held
amid tight security and adher-
ence to the norms in place in
view of the coronavirus pan-
demic, officials said.

The polling started at 8 am
and continued till 5:30 pm.

"According to the prelim-
inary figures available at the
close of voting, nearly 60 per
cent polling has been recorded.
No untoward incident was
reported from anywhere and
the polling remained peaceful,”
State Election Commissioner
Dalip Singh said.

The polls were held to elect
the mayors and members of all
the wards of Ambala, Panch-
kula and Sonipat municipal
corporations, the president
and members of the Munic-
ipal Council of Rewari and
the municipal committees of
Sampla (Rohtak), Dharuhera
(Rewari) and Ukalana (Hisar).

Besides, bypolls for ward
number 7 of the Municipal
Committee, Indri (Karnal),
ward number 13 of Bhuna
(Fatehabad), ward number 12
of Rajound (Kaithal), ward
number 14 of the Municipal
Council, Fatehabad and ward
number 29 of the Municipal
Council, Sirsa were also held.

Singh said elaborate arrange-
ments were made to ensure free,
fair and transparent elections.
"Adequate police force was
deployed to maintain law and
order at the polling stations and
in sensitive and hypersensitive
areas, while poll observers were
also put on duty," he said.

The results will be out on
December 30. AGENCIES
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All parties optimistic after round 2 of
Karnataka Gram Panchayat polls

Bengaluru: As the round two of Gram Panchayat polls
concluded all three parties are holding thumbs up and
claiming they have done well. Since parties and party
symbols are not allowed it is common practice for all
parties to claim success in GP polls. All eyes are now on
December 30 when the votes will be counted, but since
there are no symbols it will not be very evident who
has won. ENS
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Municipal body elections in
Haryana: Polling is under-
way on Sunday in elec-
tions to municipal bodies
in Haryana amid tight
security and adherence to
coronavirus norms. Polls
opened at 8 am and wiill
continue till 5:30 pm. The
results will be out on 30
December. The polls are
withessing a direct fight
between the BJP-JJP com-
bine and the Congress. Pp1i
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Delhi Cong asks block workers to
prepare report for MCDs bypolls

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 27 DECEMBER

Delhi Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (DPCC) president Anil
Kumar, during a meeting with
party workers from the city’s
all 180 blocks on Saturday,
asked them to suggest the
names for the post of blocks
presidents and submit a
detailed report for the com-
ing byelections to the Munic-
ipal Corporations of Delhi
(MCDs).

The DPCC chiefsaid, "Itis
high time workers are ener-
gized and activated at the
ground-level for them to inter-
actwith the people, and make
them aware of the fall-out of
the anti-people actions and

misgovernance by the Modi
government at the Centre
and the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment in Delhi."
According to a statement
issued by the Delhi Congress,
Anil Kumar has advised the
observers (field workers) to
have detailed discussions
with the District Congress
Committee presidents, MLA
candidates, former and pre-
sent Block Congress Com-
mittees presidents, municipal
councillors, candidates for
MCD elections, ex-MCD can-
didates, leaders of frontal
organizations, various cells and
departments, social and res-
idential organisations and
prominent citizens of the
area, and take their sugges-

tions to be sent to him, so that
they become a part and par-
cel of the processto select the
candidates for the MCDs
byelections.

Kumar has also directed the
observers to suggest proba-
ble names for the post of
blocks presidents, chairper-
sons of the booth committees,
and social media coordinators
at the block-level while giv-
ing preference to women in
the party’s organisational
setup, and send them to the
Pradesh Congress Committee,
said the statement.

"The observers’ reports
should be sent to the DPCC
presidentin a sealed cover lat-
est 10 January, 2021," the
statement added.
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Voting for Karnataka
panchayat polls ends
BENGALURU

The polling for the second
and final phase of gram
panchayat elections in
Karnataka concluded on
Sunday. Votes will be
counted on December 30.
Over 60% voter turnout was
recorded till 3 p.m. in the
State, according to officials.
In all, elections took place
in 5,728 village panchayats
in 226 taluks of the State
for 72,616 seats. pTi
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CFMA to move SC to scrap e-voting by Franklin

FE BUREAU
Chennai, December 27

CHENNAI FINANCIAL MAR-
KETS and Accountability
(CFMA), one of the petitioners
against the winding up of six
schemesby Franklin Templeton
Mutual Fund (FTMF),on Sunday
said that itismovingan urgent
interim application before the
Supreme Court on Monday
seeking to declare the entire e-
voting process initiated by
FTMFasnonestin law.

The SC had in its order of
December 9 directed Sebi to
appoint an observerto oversee
the e-voting process by FTMF
which has already commenced
on December 26and is to be
concluded on December 29.

According to CFMA, the
appointment of T S Krishna-

murthy, former chief election
commissioner of India, as an
observer was publicly made by
Sebi only after the e-voting
process began.

A couple of days, CFMA had
filed an application in the Sup-
reme Courtalleging thatdespite
the apex court's December 9
order, no apparent steps have
been taken by the Sebi to appo-
int an observer for overseeing
the e-voting processwith regard
towinding up Franklin Temple-
ton’s six mutual fund schemes.

In the urgent interim appli-
cation filing on Monday, CFMA
is pointing out that Sebi had
announced the appointment of
observer only after the e-voting
began anditwasagainstthelet-
terand spirit of the order passed
bythe SCon December 9.

CFMA said it is seeking to

declare the entire e-voting pro-
cess scrapped by the SC besides
praying the apex court to direct
an independent enquiry into
whether there was a notice
issued by Sebi on December 18
onappointmentof the observer
and also toverifyastowhyfora
8 day period this information
wasnotdivulged tothe publicat
large. CFMA is also seeking the
e-voting process to be under-
taken under the aegis of the SC.
OnDecember 3,theapex co-
urthad asked Franklin Templet-
on Mutual Fund toinitiate step-
s within one week for calling a
meeting of unit-holders to seek
their consent for closure of six
mutual fund schemes. Conseq-
uently,on December 7, FTMFh-
ad said it has sought consent of
the unit-holders for the orderly
winding up of the six schemes.



